
 
  



 
Dear Distinguished Partner,  
 
The UBC Faculty of Medicine Global Health Initiative is proud to be sending six 
medical students to the rural district of Dang, Nepal in May 2019 to conduct research 
on sickle cell disease (SCD). Four years ago, UBC medical students initiated the first 
SCD screening program of its kind in Nepal, and have continued to send groups of 
students annually to the underserved Tharu communities, where there is a high 
prevalence of SCD. We would like to invite you to sponsor this ground breaking project 
as we work to disseminate knowledge of SCD and support many lives that are affected 
by this debilitating condition.  
 
SCD is an inherited blood disorder that is prevalent in large areas of South Asia as well 
as other areas around the world. Individuals with this condition can suffer from chronic 
pain and die in early childhood due to complications. Currently, the prevalence of SCD 
in Western Nepal is unknown due to the spread of remote villages across the country. 
If these individuals are left unaware of their condition and not treated, they may suffer 
from various ailments that may deter their ability to participate effectively in society.  
 
Our team hopes to provide further screening, education, counselling and management 
strategies to neighbouring Tharu communities. Our team will focus on providing 
educational tools to local health workers and increase knowledge and awareness of 
SCD at the community level. One of our goals this year will be to help implement an 
existing EMR system at the Gorahi Hospital. Funds raised will go towards purchasing 
laptops and training local health workers on the system. Our intent is to seek 
nationwide support from companies and organizations in order to achieve these goals.  
 
This initiative is a great opportunity for you to share your message and values with 
members of the global community. Together we can make this project prosper and 
provide aid to members of the Nepali community.  
 
On behalf of all members involved with the project, we appreciate your time and 
consideration. We look forward to hearing from you soon.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Keegan Marchand, Iulia Dascalu, Amar Khaira, Sabrina Yu, Lisa Nakajima & Becca Xu 
UBC Sickle Cell Project 2019  



 
 

How You Can Help 
Financial  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial donations are tax-deductible!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for taking the time to review our sponsorship package and for  
your consideration in supporting our project. If you are interested in working  

with us or have any questions, please direct inquiries via email to: 
 

UBCSICKLECELL@GMAIL.COM 
 

or visit our website and make an online donation at:  
 

https://ubcsicklecell.wordpress.com/ 
 

The cost to run each screening test is approximately $10. As 

previous teams have estimated the prevalence of the disease 

in the area to be around 10%, every $100 that you donate has 

the potential to help us identify one individual with sickle cell 

disease and drastically alter the course of their life. All 

monetary donations we receive go directly towards the cost 

of running the screening program.  

 


